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Public Health South Health Protection Section

Asbestos Testing

Asbestos 

Asbestos is the name used for a group of natural minerals that are made up of many small fibres. Asbestos only poses a risk to health when inhaled as find dust. Exposure levels indoors depend on the asbestos type and its condition. 

Possible sources of asbestos in the home include:

· Textured ceiling claddings.
· Vinyl floor tiles and as backing on vinyl sheet flooring and adhesives.
· Some roofing and siding shingles.
· Insulation in houses built between 1930 and 1950.
· Textured paint and patching compounds on wall and ceiling joints.
· Artificial ash and embers used in some gas-fired artificial fires.
· Walls and floors around stoves, stove top pads.
· Lagging of hot water pipes.
· Old ironing boards.
Asbestos-containing material is not a risk if it is in sound condition and not disturbed by drilling, etc. It is therefore best left undisturbed. The risk situations in the residential setting are where the materials are friable, loose, fluffy or flaking; showing signs of mildew or mould damage; or cracking. If this is occurring, then we recommend it is tested for asbestos, and this can be arranged via Public Health South, Health Protection. 

This service is free for private individuals and non-profit organisations. 

Taking a Sample for Testing 

1. Dampen the area to be sampled. Note: If wetting is not possible due to the potential for damage, then a low-maintenance respirator for Asbestos fibres (Class 1), such as a '3M 8822' or twin-canister type respirator, should be worn during the following steps.

2. Use a knife or spatula to remove a portion (about the size of a 50 cent coin) of the material, which includes all layers. Note: If the material is uneven, or consisting of several sources, then each source (that is visibly different) should be tested.

3. Place the sample into a sealable plastic bag and label it with your name; address; phone number; and location of where the sample was taken, i.e. kitchen ceiling. Use separate bags if samples are taken from more than one location. Remember to wash your hands after handling the sample. 

4. The sample can either be brought into the nearest Public Health South Office or mailed:

Public Health South Branches 

	Dunedin
	Invercargill
	Queenstown

	Level 2, Main Block

Wakari Hospital

Taieri Road

Dunedin 9010 
	92 Spey Street

Invercargill 9810
	07-302

Level 3

Building 7

Remarkables Park Town Centre

Hawthorne Drive

Frankton 9300


Mail Details

	Dunedin
	Invercargill
	Queenstown

	Public Health South 

PO Box 5144

Moray Place

Dunedin 9058
	Public Health South

PO Box 1601

Invercargill 9840
	Public Health South

PO Box 2180

Frankton 9349


For further information contact Health Protection on:

	Dunedin
	Invercargill
	Queenstown

	(03) 476 9800
	(03) 211 0900
	(03) 450 9156 
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